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THESE volumes have been co #6iled and published under the
direction of the Legxslature of Maryland, and contain all the
Acts of Assembly, except pnv% Acts, now in force in this
State.

The statutes of Maryland, e sracing all the legislation from the
first settlement of the State dnd covering a period of more than
a century and a half, wergscattered through more than forty
volumes, so that it was diffienlt and expensive to procure them,
and from the numerous suélements repeals and re-enactments,
it was no easy matter to ‘ascertain what was the law. These
and other reasons, 1ndui§d a provision in the new Constitution,
requiring the Leglslatgre to appoint Commissioners to Tevise

and codify the Acts off Assembly. In pursuance of this provi-
sion, the General Assembly, in eighteen hundred and fifty-three,
appointed Orao Scorr, gnd Hiram M'CULLOUGH, Commissioners,
and these gentlemen re%ited the result of their labors to the
Session of eighteen hund¥ed and sixty. Their report was con-
tained in two volumes,%he first volume comprising all the
Public General Laws, in-articles and sections, and arranged
alphabetically ; and the seddnd containing all the Public Local
Laws, arranged by countles, in alphabetical order. At the
Session of eighteen hundred and sixty, the Legislature adopted
the volumes reported by the Goqumsmoners and repealed all the
previous legislation of the State, ‘making these two volumes com-
prise all the Acts of Assembly in force, and abolishing all not
contained in them. The same Leﬁslature appointed the under-

. signed to superintend the printing of the Code thus adopted,

and to incorporale into it the Aects of the Session of eighteen
hundred and sixty, and prepare an Index to the whole. By
the same Act, JOHN MUBP!&, of the city of Baltimore, was
appointed to print, and pnbh'shd the work.,
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